Bible Characters — Isaac 
(Genesis 21 to 37) 


The life and events, surrounding the person of Isaac, one of the four ancient Jewish patriarchs, 
is one of struggle, foremost in his own family relationships. The Bible records these events (from 
his birth to death) in spread-out segments, which makes it a bit more challenging to follow 
along (Genesis 17:17,19; 21:1-7;22;24;25;26;27;28;35:27-29). 


His relationship to his father is characterized by trust and obedience, especially when God tests 
Abraham’s faith by commanding him to sacrifice Isaac (Genesis 22). After God sovereignly 
intercedes and steps in, saving Isaac, we are reminded how important obedience is — as is 
manifested in Isaac’s unnamed servant in Genesis 24, who sets out to find a wife for Isaac, 
turning out to be Rebekah. One time we learn about Isaac’s disobedience, when Isaac deceives 
Abimelech (Genesis 26). 


While family dynamics are revealed in his relationship with his wife, and his two sons, Esau (his 
firstborn) and Jacob (his younger son) — favoring the former over the latter — he is obedient to 
God. This can be seen in Genesis 27, pronouncing the blessing that belongs to his firstborn — 
while hesitant at first, having poor eyesight (Genesis 27:18-30) wanting to honor the Lord in 
godly behavior — he, nonetheless is deceived by the trickery of Jacob (who follows his mother’s 
dishonest plan), bestowing the blessing upon him, instead of Esau. 


To sum up, the family relationships and dynamics, that characterize Isaac and his life are not at 
all different from what people experience today. Isaac is a central figure in the Bible, even 
though we do not know that much about him. However, what we do know and what we can 
learn from his life and real events, is that God remains faithful, even when we struggle in our 
faith. 


This is where we can fully trust Jesus Christ, as our Messiah and our Savior, since despite all the 
challenges he faced - such as initial family discord and unbelief (John 7:3-5), He stays the course, 
in complete godly obedience, to the point of dying on the cross, to save mankind (Philippians 
2:6-8). Jesus invites all people to come to Him with a humble and repentant heart, and enter a 
personal relationship with Himself (Matthew 11:28-30; Mark 1:17; John 12:26; Luke 9:23). 
Surrendering to Jesus, by faith, He accepts all believers as members of His family — The True 
Family of Jesus (Mark 3:31-35). 
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